Overcoming the portal steal phenomenon in auxiliary partial orthotopic liver transplantation by modulation of the venous outflow of the native liver.
The main drawback of auxiliary partial orthotopic liver transplantation (APOLT) is the competition of the portal flow between the graft and the native liver, leading to graft failure. In two patients with Crigler-Najjar syndrome type I, the intrahepatic resistance of the native liver was increased by occluding the recipients middle hepatic vein during parenchymal transection, leading the portal flow towards the graft. This new surgical technique could encourage centers to recommence APOLT.